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Tux Sahachar, of the 15th March, thus wntes in the course of a, 
editorial :—The question now is whether th 
present ministry will be able to remain in offigs 
The prosperity, power, arid prestige of England, the interests of progress ang 
humanity, and the weal of India alike require that it should go. The present 
ministers have forsaken the path of honesty, worthy of English statesmen, 
and betaken themselves to the tortuous course of diplomacy which finds fayoy, 
with the continental politicians. We, however, fear that, notwithstanding the 
presence of many men of ability in the Liberal ranks, Lord Beaconsfield com. 
mands a brute majority. He has the landed interest on his side, and is prepared 
to devise measures for the suppression of the growing clamour of the tenan 
for low rents and permanent rights. He has increased the powers of the 
Crown, and is therefore a favourite at the Court. His cry of Russia and of, 
spirited foreign policy have quite taken in the mob. Lord Beaconsfield js 
further a great political juggler. We have repeatedly said, and do still say, 
that if this man remains in power the liberty of the English nation will 
disappear, and England will gradually become reduced to the coadition 
of France under Louis Napoleon, its Gladstones and Brights notwith- 
standing. 
2. We extract the following observations from an article in the Bharat 
: Mihir, of the 16th March, headed “Is ow 
Gite Government of India party Government impartial ?” Lord Lytton’s state. 
ment that the Government of India ts nota 
rovoked laughter, not altogether without occasioning 
s our Government then an impartial Government? 


The dissolution of Parliament. 


party Government has P 
a feeling of sadness. 


Considering that the British are the conquerors, and we the conquered, one 
might well imagine to what extent the former could afford to be impartial, and 


it would not in the least disappoint us if the rulers told us but the truth in 
this matter. As it is, there is no means of removing the disappointment which 
has been occasioned. ‘Lord Lytton’s is only a wordy speech, and it is idle to 
expect any sincerity in it. We were indeed for some time charmed by his 
eloquence, but now find that his actions are quite the opposite of what we were 
led to expect. A few instances may be cited. First, the Afghan war. What 
was the necessity of this measure ? No true answer to this query has yet been 
given, the explanation which is generally put forward being not credible. The 
fact is the same considerations of British interests, or of party interests, 
which were responsible for the celebration of an Imperial assemblage 
at Delhi, occasioning a reckless waste of public money, led to the declaration 
of a war against Afghanistan. Government should have remained silent 
on this matter, and not attempted a justification. Whatever the author 
ties may think, this war will ever remain recorded in history as a 
instance of the insanity of a political party, a disease which was aggravated 
by the action of the Government of India. Should India be held liable 
for the costs of this war ? Even Lord Lytton, who in clear terms has spoken 
of the Government of India as being free from all party bias, would doubt 
less hesitate to answer it in the affirmative if he addressed this question #0 
himself. As regards the cotton duties, has their repeal been an act of 
impartiality, considering the respective position, influence, and resources of 
Manchester and India ? 


| The abolition of these duties has caused extremlé 
hardship to the latter. The expending of the famine fund on the Afgh# 
war and the retention of the License Tax in spite of the surplus 
measures which are indeed worthy of an impartial administration! 


reduction of the limit of age in the case of Civil Service candidates and # 


_ creation of a new Native Civil Service are then referred to. 


ee 


. The same paper refers to a proposal contained in an. article 
"2 poten wa be in the Proneer newspaper, in which the 
divided into a number of small states. fytnre of Afghanistan is discussed. The 
Bhdrat Mihir, however, does not wish to comment upon this proposal, but 
adverts to the plan of parcelling out that country into a number of small 
states, which is said to be favoured by the Premier. That by the course 
contemplated the power of the Afghans could be reduced admits of no doubt. 
Witness the case of India. But this would be extremely unfair; not to 
speak of the moral guilt of an act which would lead to the emasculation of 
a nation that has taken up arms in defence of. its liberty, for in the poli- 
tical world of the nineteenth century the voice of morality is drowned by 
the clamour of self-interests. Such a course would seriously injure the interests 
of India. In some form or other the Afghans would always be giving 
trouble to Government, which would find it necessary to occupy itself entirely 
with their affairs, to the neglect and detriment of the internal reforms in 
the administration of India. If, again, Afghanistan did not become a 
separate Government from that of India, the latter would be put to constant 
diture on her account. 

saat | We do not see, observes the Dacca Prakdsh, of the 21st March, 
why England should not pay for the Afghan 
war, considering that it was undertaken for 
the purpose of removing her fears and increasing her prestige. Must India 
bear the cost of every war that might be brought about in her neighbour- 
hood? Not a few believe that under the plea of acquiring a safe frontier 
the English Government commenced needless hostilities against Afghanis- 
tan, the object all the while being to maintain their own position. The safety 
of India could be sufficiently secured by guarding Peshawur only. There 


is not moreover any powerful enemy within 2,000 miles of India who could 
even venture to touch the hair of her head. In spite of the clear provisions 


of the law, is this country to be held liable for the costs of the Afghan 
war? Lord Lytton has said that India is governed by England solely 
in the interestsof India. But is not the wealth ofthis country flowing 
in a steady current towards England, and is not Lord Lytton personally 
benefited by his connection with this country? | 
5. The Navavibhakar, of the 22nd March, gives an account of the recent 
debate in Parliament on Sir David Wedder- 
burn’s proposal fo confer the boon of represen- 
tative Government on the people of India, and poses to observe that, 
as remarked both by Sir George Campbell and the Under-Secretary of State, 
the native members who are now appointed to the Legislative Councils 
do not always express the opinions of the people. Most of them are either 
absolutely ignorant of the state of the country, or are extremely. subservient 
to the wishes of the European members. The Government nominees are 
of course required to support the actions of the authorities, while the few 
who may be independent in their views are swamped by the majority. 
Such things, however, would become impossible if a representative system of 
Government were introduced into this country. The elected members would 
then consult only the interests of their constituents, and not be under any 
necessity or temptation of courting the favour of the rulers. The writer does 
not agree with Mr. Stanhope when the latter says that there are no 
competent representative men in India. The truth is there are such men; 
only the people should have the power conferred upon them for electing these 
men. An administration conducted in accordance with the advice of the 
representatives of the people could not fail to be popular. 
6. The Sakachar, of the 22nd March, . of oe o” the English 
in Afghanistan have not had the same opposi- 
ree te iat encounter as the Russians met with in 


The costs of the Afghan war. 


Representative Government in India. 
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Turkey. The Turkish and the Russian soldiers were well matched, w}; 
the ened on both sides were also worthy of each other. It is to . 
doubted whether the whole Afghan race contains a General like Osms, 
Pasha. In spite of all these disadvantages in the space of eight monty 
and in the depth of a severe winter, the Russians crossed the Balkans anj 
humiliated Paker. But although in Afghanistan the invading army hg 
not had to cross any barrier like that presented by the Balkans, or to endur 
any cold similar to what was experienced by the Russian army in thei | 
march to Turkey, still, with so much expenditure and during this long period. 
the British Generals have not yet succeeded in scattering the ; forces of the 
enemy. Ceneral Roberts’ first act was to rush forward as wildly as a bull, 
and then to prepare his works of defence. While the Afghans are making 
their preparations at leisure, General Stewart at Candahar and General Robert 
at Cabul are strengthening their own positions. The troops cannot advance 
for want of means of transport. What work is then being done at so much 
cost? What would have been the case if it was a Huropean, and not any 
Afghan, General that had to be opposed? If so much money and time ar 
required to punish a petty foe, what will be done when the Russians really cross 
the Oxus? ‘They will not certainly come like the Afghan army equipped 
with only muskets and swords. The fact is Lord Lytton is still thinking of 
getting over the difficulty through diplomacy, and is not therefore strengthen- 
ing the hands of the Generals. It is, however, necessary that some decisive 
step should be promptly taken. Hither the British army should retire from 
Afghanistan, or the forces of the enemy should be speedily attacked and 
dispersed. How long will affairs be allowed to go on in this dilator 
fashion? The fact is Lord Lytton is not fitted to hold the supreme direc- 
tion of affairs at this time, when a really able man is needed. 


Purrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


7. We extract the following observations from an editorial in a 
mer a‘ a Sahachar, of the 15th March:—It woul 
irene aac aacabaiiy apie certainly be to the credit of Government and 


to the advantage of the people of this country 
if the cost of the Afghan war were really such as could be met from the 


surplus of last year. We are sure the present Conservative ministry will not 
be disposed to bear any portion of this charge. The Liberals on the contrary 
might do so if they returned to power. If therefore under these circun- 
stances the surplus in the Indian exchequer were large enough to met 
the whole cost of the war, there would be no necessity for this — 
again borrow from the Home Government. Regarding the License Tar, 
it should be observed that Government has done wrong in not abolishing 
this odious impost. No direct tax could ever be collected in India without 
occasioning difficulty, and it produces greater harassment of the people 
than gain to the exchequer. Sir John Strachey indeed is in his profession: 
opposed to the levy of a direct tax, but there is no knowing when he may | 
see his way to its complete repeal. The abandonment of the Trades and 
Professions Tax Bill by Government will doubtless bring relief to maty, 
but almost everybody believes that this has been dictated by a feeling o 
partiality. By proposing to put a tax upon those who are in enjoyment of 
salaries or profits from trades, Sir John Strachey but aimed at the conceal 
ment of his true desire of imposing an Income Tax. If that should sil 
continue to be the object of the Finance Minister, all classes should be equally | 
brought under the operation of this tax. But if, on the other hand, the partial 
remission of the License Tax be but an earnest of its complete repeal in 
future, and an indication that Government is convinced of the unsuitability 
of a direct tax to the circumstances of this country, the continuance of te 


~The License Tax. 


Li 


nt impost cannot but be regarded with feelings of gratification. 
nother ct which is to be made in this connection is that under 
the administration of Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey there is no 
means available for learning the true condition of the Indian finances. 
Last year the state of the finances was reported to be 80 bad that a feeling 
| of despondency seized the administration, and India was about to be pro- 
claimed insolvent, while this year a slight improvement in the revenues has 
been sufficient to cause exceeding exultation. It is unfortunate that the 
vital interests of the country should thus be entrusted in the hands of 
such wavering men. . ; : 

g. A correspondent of this paper complains that during Lord Lytton's 

ae are es recent visit to Darjeeling, when an address was 
ee alt Darjeeling, and Lord being read to His Excellency in the Town 
Z Hall, not one Bengali was invited to be present 
on the occasion, and this, in spite of the circumstance that they had, for 
the purpose of making a loyal demonstration, constructed two triumphal 
arches at their own expense. They have somehow become an eyesore to the 
authorities. The Bengalis resident in Darjeeling wear brimless caps, and it 
is quite possible that Sir Ashley Eden, who is opposed to that article of 
dress, took this opportunity of showing his dislike of the wearers. 

The writer further on conjectures that the Viceregal visit was con- 
nected with some plan for the exploration of Thibet, on which Govern- 
ment is said to have cast a longing eye, and believes that it was for this that 
the Bhooteas, who are acquainted with the Thibetan language and profess 
the Thibetan creed, were honoured by Government. These Bhooteas, how- 
ever, hail from Sikkim, and are in no way connected with the people of 
Bhootan. They are mostly the descendants of runaway slaves, whom the 
latter think it an insult to recognize as belonging to their race. Itis 
quite possible, observes the writer, that as soon as the “ scientific frontier” 
shall have been settled in Afghanistan, efforts will be put forth to rectify 
the frontier in the direction of Thibet. In June last two persons, a Bengali 
anda Sikkim Bhootea, ostensibly employed under Government as Deputy and 
Sub-Inspector of Schools respectively, disguised themselves as Lamas 
and entered Thibet. They have since brought back valuable information 
respecting that country. These men are in fact spies of Government. 
The correspondent concludes his letter by referring to a case in which a tea- 
planter in Kurseong, a European, who had killed a labourer, has been let off 
with only a fine of Rs. 750. It was proved that death had not resulted 
from the effects of the assault, but from the deceased having fallen into a 
thud in his haste to run away from the defendant. Now in this part of the 
country there is no lack of Ahuds and mountain peaks, and consequently here 
there is no necessity of raising the plea of “ rupture of the spleen.” The 
only doubt that might be suggested is that it is extremely improbable that 
4 genuine pahare should ever fall into a khud. 

9. The Medint, of the 17th March, contains an article in which the 

i a oppressions which are committed on the weak, 


the ignorant, and the helpless inhabitants of 
villages by zemindars and other powerful men are depicted at length. Not 


even a fourth part of these cases of high-handedness is brought to the 
notice of Government, The tours of Magistrates and others do not always 
furnish them with opportunities of learning the truc state of matters. The 
law of course contains adequate provisions for the punishment of the 
offenders, and the authorities also are willing to impartially administer it, 
but to the inhabitants of villages there is no relief. For this state of things 
the lower classes of Bengalis are themselves to blame.. These classes indulge 
in habitual lying, and it is because the zemindars and other powerful evil-doers 
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re 


in villages can count upon their service as suborned witnesses, that th 
existence of so much oppression is made possible, and that the offenden 
escape without any punishment. The injured, for want of means, and pop. 
ticularly of witnesses, cannot prove their allegations. The writer therefop, 
urges on the authorities the necessity of making searching enquiries ip 
all cases, and the need on their part of calling in question the hon 
of a man who is repeatedly complained against, even though the complain, 
may ultimately be dismissed. a 

10. A correspondent of the Samachar Chandrika, of the 20th March, 
notices the frequent occurrence of highway 
robberies in the village of Bantra, not map 
miles distant from Howrah. There are certain men 1n this village wh) 
live by robbing travellers at night. There is no police station to 
found within a distance of nine miles from Howrah, the one at Bank, 
having been abolished; nor is there any at Makardah, a flourishing Village 
which is seven miles from the head-quarters. The attention of the 
Inspector-General of Police is directed to this matter. 

11. The Navavibhdkar, of the 22nd March, contains an appreciatire 
notice of Mr. Buck’s work in the North-Western 
Provinces in connection with the revival of native 
manufactures and ornamental arts. The encouragement. given by this 
gentleman to native artists and his exertions have proved completely 
successful, and the Government of Bengal is asked to follow his example. 

12. The same paper, in speaking of the recommendations which are 
supposed to have been made by the member 
of the Indian Army Commission, approves of 
their suggestion to reduce the number of European troops in India. Thi, 
if adopted by Government, will result in a large saving of expenditure and 
in making funds available for the construction of public works. Certain 
high military authorities are indeed opposed to it, possibly from a_ recollec- 
tion of the sepoy revolt. But their objections do not seem to be well 
founded. It was the inequitable policy of Lord Dalhousie which was solely 
responsible for the occurrence of the sepoy mutiny; there being now no 
chance of a return to that policy, no fear of a similar revolt need be entertained. 
In spite of the evils wrought by it, the mutiny has done one lasting good. It 
has taught the sepoys the futility of ever again raising their heads against the 
British Government, and has further furnished the paramount power with 
proofs of the loyalty of the native princes of India. The Commission’s recon- 
mendation to increase the native army is exceedingly a wise one. It 
will lead to economy, while not impairing the efficiency of the army. The 
writer objects to the proposal made by the Commission to reduce the armies 
of the native states. If accepted, it will show a distrust of the native prince’ 
on the part of Government, which is extremely unjustifiable. These princes 
have hitherto not only not opposed the paramount power in any matier, 
but have on all occasions of emergency aided it by grants of money, troops, 
and war matériel. Instances of their loyalty are not far to seek. This 
Afghan war furnishes many such instances. It is to be hoped Government 
will not adopt this suggestion of the Commission. Native princes should 
always be trusted and treated as allies. If this course were followed, they 
might render valuable services on occasions of difficulty. 

13. The same paper asks Government to undertake the excavation 


, | of tanks in places where a supply of 
ing 2 goed aternoniy Places lack- drinking water is not available. The 
should be met from the road and public works 
cess funds, or from the proceeds of the License Tax. Works of pu 
utility used to be formerly constructed at the expense of pious zemiD 


Robberies in Bankra in Howrah. 


Native manufactures. 


The Army Commission. 


ee 


and other well-to-do persons, but this is no longer the case. It therefore 
hehoves Government to take this matter in itsown hands. The funds at the 
disposal of religious endowments, which are at the present time so recklessly 
squandered or misappropriated by the priests, might with considerable 
benefit be utilized for this purpose. 

14, The Sahachar, of the 22nd March, dwells in a long editorial 
on the hospital expenditure question, the sub- 
stance of which may be thus briefly stated :— 
In utter disregard of the views of such able men as Drs. Ewart, Chevers, 
! and others, Sir Ashley Eden allowed himself to be guided by the evil 
counsels of Dr. Payne. As in other departments of the administration 
there was extravagant expenditure in the hospitals, and the determination 
of His Honor to check this extravagance was therefore deserving of all 


Resignation of Dr. Smith. 


commendation. A committee was appointed at the instance of Dr. Payne 


to consider the subject of hospital expenditure. A report was made, 
together with certain suggestions. Dr. Irving was made to resign his 
post, to which Dr. Payne was appointed. Expenditure in hospitals was 
now reduced, and the effect was that, in the matter of medicine, drugs of 
similar properties began to be used, while in that of diet the old maxim 
of Hindu medicine that during the early stages of fever a patient should 
go entirely without food, and on recovery take but little, was now enforced. 
| Indigenous drugs now began to take the place of costly European medi- 
cines. These reforms were carried out in the Medical College Hospital by 
Dr. Coates, a disciple of Dr. Payne. Dr. Coates even went further, and 
insisted on the surgeons doing the work of barbers as well. He was suc- 
eeeded in the Principalship of the Calcutta Medical College by Dr. Smith, 
who had, however, been brought up in other traditions. A difference arose 
between him and Dr. Payne, who is now the Surgeon-General, and the 
former was obliged to resign. The writer promises to return to the subject. 
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